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to retreat with Mr. Lowes Dickinson into a parochial anachronism
called the Greek Way of Life. So also are those who wish to
hurry forward to the antiseptic World-State of Mr. Wells.

Such an alliance could hold together only while the signatories
to the pact had good reason to fear the power which the Churches
could exercise against them, or had no reason to fear more
powerful antagonism from other quarters. If more powerful
impediments do indeed exist, those of us who are scientific
workers are forced to re-examine the meaning we confer on
rationalism and free thought, when we identify them with our
own convictions.

It is then dear that many people who are not scientific workers
do not use them in the same sense as we do. When some people
talk about rational argument they mean confidence in a logical
edifice built on a foundation of self-evident principles. The
scientific worker distrusts the exercise of man's reasoning powers
except in so far as they are continually disciplined by factual
verification and search for new data. Those who identify rational-
ism with an undue respect for verbad logic generally identify
freedom of thought with permission to persist in discussing age-
old conundrums without guidance of new information or inten-
tion to arrive at a definite conclusion which might influence
human conduct. Scientific workers need have no interest in this
pastime and no special sympathy for creating or preserving
opportunities for exercising it.

It is plain humbug for a teacher of chemistry to say that he
aims at giving his student an open mind about the atomic weights
of the dements. His aim is to lead the student to definite conclu-
sions which can be used as recipes for chemical manufacture, and
the freedom which he demands is the freedom to test their
usefulness in the domain of action. The job of the scientific
worker is to find out what the world is like, and to communicate
his discoveries about it. As a citizen it is also his responsibility to
discuss their social relevance with other citizens. Among scientific
workers intellectual freedom therefore means the removal of